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I hold immense pride in the treasured gift that is offered at our parish school. As such, I often 
find myself praying that the blessing of our school may become known to even more families as 
a blessing that exists across the campus from our church. The charming little schoolhouse that 
rests on Camden Avenue holds more than merely 65 years of Excellence in Education and a 
Foundation of Faith. It as well serves as sustained testimony to all that is great about Catholic 
education and can be seen within the thousands of graduates who have called our school home. 
 
I recently read about the Irish hero “Finn McCool” and I couldn’t help but reflect on the many 
tales of this mythical figure and the the moral of some of his stories and the parallel to the 
countless gifts that our Catholic school provides to our families. The legend of Finn MacCooill 
(his proper Irish name) is extensive. As described in one of the folklores, Finn asked his 
followers what the most beautiful music is. They answered with all kinds of sounds – from the 
chirrups of birds to the baying of wolfhounds, to the ringing of swords clashing to the soft hum 
of a beautiful girl’s laughter. After his fellow soldiers had named all of the finest music they 
could think of, Finn then declared that the most beautiful music in the world is “the music of 
what happens”. This folktale legend is at the essence of the gift of what is provided by those 
families who invest in and support the blessing of our Catholic school education. Each day, the 
“music of what happens” provides our students an investment that influences our young people 
years after they graduate from SFdS. As our graduates often proclaim, the influence of our 
education is not limited to merely the academic success that they earned in high school and 
beyond (although the numerous valedictorians, National Merit Scholars and earned 
scholarships can attest to such achievement). Rather, it is the commitment to using their 
developed intellect and instilled compassion for serving the needs of others that propels our 
graduates to great distinction as citizens of our world. It is the big picture value of our Pre-K 
through 8th Grade education that sets our students apart from other educational communities.  
 
From the lens of our current Penguins, the following thoughts offer what makes SFdS so special:  
 
“we always respect each other and care for one another. We incorporate our faith in everything 

that we do.” (Erin Welch – 7th) 
“Jesus is the center of who we are as a school.” (Rogan Perunko - 2nd) 

“we have Smart Boards, smart walls and smart teachers who make us the best students we can 
be.” (William Rolls – 5th) 

“our teachers are kind, loving patient and creative and make sure we learn as much as we can 
each and every day.” (Eden Emhoff – 4th) 

“we are like a family who wants the best for each other.” (Anna Palenchar – 8th) 
“we have rules that make sure that everyone is respected and cared for.” (Mason Rosten – 5th) 

“our teachers make Math fun and interesting!” (Tanner Trudeau – 2nd) 
 
As you consider the best educational match for your child, I would invite you to visit our 
Admissions Open House presentation scheduled for this Wednesday, January 13th at 6:30pm.  
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